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Long life to the Belgian Statistical Society
Dear SBS-BVS members,

At the end of 2007 and of my presidency, | want to wish you a Happy and
Prosperous New Year 2008. It has been an honour and great privilege to serve
you as president. | thank you for your confidence and support. The Belgian
Statistical Society has continued to grow in the past years and its name is now
well established and widely recognized.

In 2007, we particularly enjoyed the BSS annual meeting which took place for the
first time in a modern venue, The Crowne Plaza Hotel, in Antwerp. The meeting
attracted many participants and was a real success. | have much respect for all the
efforts and endeavours made by the StatUa under the leadership of Peter Goos.
The experience will be repeated in 2008 at the Novotel in Wépion (Namur) and |
wish good luck to the FUNDP statistical team led by Marcel Remon. In 2007, our
members have organized many seminars, workshops and conferences not only
locally or nationally but also on the international scene. More scientific events
will take place in 2008. The year 2007 saw the opening of initial masters in
statistics and biostatistics in most Belgian universities as a consequence of the
Bachelor/Master Bologna decree. It is likely that the offer will exceed the demand
in the future but for time being we can only wish much success to these new
master programmes. There is indeed a demand for more statisticians in scientific
research, in industry and in society. Never before have we been overloaded by
such huge amounts of data and information that ought to be properly analysed and
turned into understandable knowledge.

At the end of my presidency, | confess that my greatest satisfaction is to see some
of our younger statisticians becoming more and more involved in the society’s
activities and management. This is really rewarding as we, the older generation,
start stepping down from office. | am confident that, with the new board, the
society is in good hands.

It is difficult to acknowledge all persons who helped me during the 3-year
presidency. Nonetheless, | particularly want to express my sincere thanks to
Gentiane Haesbroeck for her considerable contribution as secretary, Marc Aerts
and Hilde Wijnen at UHasselt who took care of the treasury office, Sophie
Vanbelle and Olivier Thas, the editors of the B-Stat News, Laurence Seidel, our
webmaster, and Paul Janssen, the vice-president, who will take over the
presidency in 2008 according to our statutes.

Long life to the Belgian Statistical Society!

Adelin Albert
President 2005-2007



ERRORS AND MISTAKES

In this short contribution, | shall describe a challenge | frequently observe
with my consulting students. More specifically, | shall tell you how my
students tend to communicate with their clients and how this can damage their
credibility. | believe that such behavior generalizes to a much larger
population. In order to help protect the credibility of our profession, 1 would
like to encourage you to raise awareness about proper communication among
your students and peers and to be careful yourself about how you
communicate with the outside world.

Some time ago, a group of my consulting students worked for a manufacturer
of surgical drapes (the sheets which cover you during an operation). The
client wanted to analyze data related to the amount of glue dispensed onto the
sheets before fixing pieces of rubber on them. The specifications required that
the amount of glue should be between 21 and 35 g/m2. The client sent us data
covering observations over more than one year.

35.00

21.00

After having received a methodological reminder on statistical methods for
quality control, the students analyzed the data. They found some deviations
from stationarity, a few observations which were further away from the
process average than the majority, a hint that the left side received a bit more
glue than the right, and that one product type had a lower average than the
others. Nevertheless, all observations were within the specifications.

Then came the time for the project presentations. How did the students
express what they saw? They said that the process was ‘out-of-control’, ‘not-
capable’, and that there were ‘large errors’. During the presentation, the client
looked at me and frowned. Fortunately, | knew him well and so | looked back



at him and smiled knowingly. And so he smiled too. After the presentations, |
was able to explain to the students and the client what had gone wrong and |
hope that they all understood. However, many of our students never take a
consulting course and when they face their first clients, they will say things
which will make them appear as overzealous fools or which are insulting to
their clients.

Where does this come from? It comes from careless use of statistical jargon.

The students called the process out-of-control and meant that a statistical
control chart drawn from the data showed indications of what we call
‘assignable causes’. These are data patterns for which, if we investigate the
process knowledge, we will probably find an explanation. Encouraging our
clients to search for causes when such patterns are present help them in better
understanding and running their processes.

Yet, to the process operator or owner, ‘out-of-control’” means ‘gone out of
hand’ which is something much more serious. A few shifts in a process are
quite normal. Sometimes a component has to be replaced or the system has to
be restarted after the holidays. Such jumps create data patterns which point to
assignable causes but they do not imply that the process has ‘gone out of
hand’.

Instead of calling the process ‘out-of-control’ the students should have said
“we found some shifts and some unusual observations in the data, are these
known to you? If yes, could you tell us the reasons for them? If no, are the
sizes of these jumps big enough to raise concern?”

The students also called the process ‘not capable’. They did this because its
process capability index was below one. Such an index compares process
location and spread with process target and specifications. It is larger than
one when the interval formed by process mean plus or minus three times the
process standard deviation is inside the specification limits. Capability indices
above one or even two are common objectives in manufacturing. However, a
process whose data correspond to a capability index below 1 is not
necessarily ‘not capable’. In the example, none of the more than 800
observations was outside the specifications. It was obvious that, although the
process had moved over time and showed some heterogeneity (which messed
up the standard deviation and hence the capability index), it was perfectly
capable of remaining between the specifications.

Finally, the students spoke about ‘large errors’ and since the presentations
were in French, they used the word ‘erreur’. In French, ‘erreur’ means ‘error’



and ‘mistake’. So, the students had told the client that there were ‘large
mistakes’.

With a few poorly chosen words, the students had needlessly insulted the
client and his process. Fortunately, a senior statistician was present to smooth
the waves, otherwise the credibility of the young statisticians and of our
profession might have suffered.

Many of our words have different or less precise meaning in the language of
the outside world. Error, statistical control, capability, statistical significance
and confidence levels are among them. We cannot always avoid using them,
but we should make sure that they are understood the way we intend it. Let us
try to avoid turning errors into mistakes.

Christian Ritter,
Ritter and Danielson Consulting and Université Catholique de Louvain



15TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BELGIAN
STATISTICAL SOCIETY

Crowne Plaza Hotel-Antwerp, 18-20 October 2007

The BVS-SBS 2007 annual meeting was organised by StatUa, the forum for
statistics and applied statistics at the Universiteit Antwerpen and its
association, AUHA. The conference took place at the Crowne Plaza hotel in
Antwerp. The scientific part of the conference was jointly organised by the
Belgian Branch of the European Network for Business and Industrial
Statistics (bENBIS), the Three Country Corner local group of the Royal
Statistical Society (RSS-3CC), the Quetelet Society, the Biostatistics section
of the SBS-BVS and StatUa. Each of these communities invited one keynote
lecturer. The conference consisted of the Young Statistician Day (October 18)
and two actual conference days (October 19 and 20).

In total, the conference had 134 registrants, 57 of which were Ph.D. students.
Most of the Ph.D. students also attended the Young Statistician Day. Ten of
them gave an oral presentation on this occasion. Their talks were preceded by
an exposition by Frank Van Splunder (Universiteit Antwerpen) about giving
effective presentations. Thirty more oral presentations were given at the
actual conference, as well as ten poster presentations. The oral presentations
had been arranged in two parallel sessions. Roughly speaking, half of the
sessions were related to biostatistics. The rest of the talks could not be
categorized easily. Some of the talks were methodological but others were
applied talks with applications in marketing, industry and the social sciences.

After a few introductory words by the rector of the Universiteit Antwerpen,
Francis Van Loon, the first plenary session of the actual conference was
opened by the president of the SBS-BVS, Adelin Albert. In the first plenary
session, Shirley Coleman (University of Newcastle) gave a keynote lecture
about the merits of the total quality management program Six Sigma and
about its links with statistics. The purpose of her talk was to explain that
basic statistical techniques are now widespread in many enterprises due to
intensive total quality management training programs. Shirley Coleman was
the keynote lecturer invited by bENBIS.

Just after lunchtime of the first actual conference day, Carlotta Sacerdote
(Universita di Torino) gave the second keynote lecture of the conference. She



had been invited by the Biostatistics section of the SBS-BVS and discussed
the topic of Mendelian randomization. Advantages and disadvantages of the
method were highlighted using different examples of classical observational
epidemiological studies and Mendelian randomization approach studies.

The first day conference day was concluded by another keynote lecture
organized by StatUa. The speaker was Stefaan Walgrave (Universiteit
Antwerpen) who explained how representative samples could be taken during
manifestations. Stefaan Walgrave’s animated contribution was followed by a
reception during which each of the Ph.D. students received a statistics
handbook from sponsor Pearson Education, Geert Molenberghs (Universiteit
Hasselt) won a Springer book in a lottery and Gaelle Boulet (Universiteit
Antwerpen) received the prize for the best presentation at the Young
Statistician Day. During the reception, there were two poster walks. During
these walks, the poster presenters explained in a couple of minutes what their
poster was about. Each of the short poster presentations was then followed by
a discussion with the poster walk participants. The poster walks were a big
success and generated much more interest in the posters than the classical
poster exhibitions. The new formula awarded the poster presenters the
attention they deserved. After all this, the conference dinner was more than
welcome.

The last day of the conference started with a keynote lecture by Léopold
Simar (Université Catholique de Louvain), who had been invited by RSS-
3CC. His lecture was about non-parametric frontier models, with a focus on
FDH/DEA envelopment estimators. The conference was concluded with a
keynote lecture given by Rosemary Bailey (Queen Mary University of
London). She had been invited by the Quetelet Society and she gave an
entertaining talk about the design of dose-escalation trials. She presented new
experimental designs for these studies that outperform the most often used
ones from the literature.

After this final keynote lecture, the 15" annual meeting of the Belgian
Statistical Society was officially closed, and the 16" meeting, to be organized
by the Facultés Universitaires Notre-Dame de la Paix Namur, was
announced. The 16™ meeting will take place in Wépion on October 16-17,
2008. The meeting will be preceded by a Young Statistician Day in the same
location on Wednesday 15 October. More details about this event can be
retrieved at http://cud.fundp.ac.be/BSS2008/

After the official closing of the conference, 34 enthusiastic statisticians
attended the short course on the analysis of longitudinal data, subject to
missingness. During the entire afternoon, the lecturers Geert Molenberghs



(Universiteit Hasselt) and Geert Verbeke (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven)
provided the audience with a great introduction to the basics and the not-so-
basics of that subject.

The entire event ended up being a very successful meeting in a cosy, friendly
and relaxing atmosphere. Keynote lecturer Rosemary Bailey was very pleased
with the meeting and said that the meeting of the Belgian Statistical Society
was very stimulating and substantially livelier than the meetings of the Royal
Statistical Society.

Evidently, the success of the meeting is the result of very hard work by many
people, the most important of whom are Sabine Verboven, Ann De Schepper,
Anja Struyf, Jeannine Luyten and Gert Verpooten. We owe them a big thank
you. The indispensable financial support of the Belgian Statistical Society,
FWO-Vlaanderen and the sponsors Fresenius Medical Care, Genzyme,
Janssen Pharmaceutica, Merck Research Laboratories, Roche, SAS, Shell
and SPSS should also be acknowledged.

Peter Goos
Universiteit Antwerpen



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SBS-BVS

Hasselt, 21 February 2008

The SBS-BVS annual General Assembly will take place at the University of
Hasselt (Building D, Room H1), on Thursday 21 February 2008 at 17:00
hours. The election of eight Board members is one of the points on the
agenda.

The General Assembly will be preceded by two scientific talks according to
the following program:

15:00 — 15:45 Outlier detection for skewed data
Prof. dr. Mia HUBERT
Department of Mathematics — LStat, KULeuven

15:45 - 16:30 Bayesian  density estimation from grouped
continuous data
Prof. dr. Philippe LAMBERT
Institut des sciences humaines et sociales, ULg

16:30 — 17:00 Coffee break

You are all cordially invited.

Abstracts:

Outlier detection for skewed data
Prof. dr. Mia HUBERT, Department of Mathematics — LStat, KULeuven

Most outlier detection rules for multivariate data are based on the assumption
of elliptical symmetry of the underlying distribution. We propose an outlier
detection method which does not need the assumption of symmetry and does
not rely on visual inspection. Our method is a generalization of the Stahel-
Donoho outlyingness. To allow skewness in the data, we adjust this measure
of outlyingness by using a robust measure of skewness. We also construct an
extension of the boxplot for bivariate data, in the spirit of the bagplot which is
based on the concept of half space depth. Next, we show how this approach
can be used to construct a robust PCA method for skewed data.
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Bayesian density estimation from grouped continuous data
Prof. dr. Philippe LAMBERT, Institut des sciences humaines et sociales, ULg

Grouped data occur frequently in practice, either because of limited resolution
of instruments, or because data have been summarized in relatively wide bins.
We show how the composite link model can be combined with roughness
penalties or equivalent priors to deliver an estimate of the underlying density
and associated quantities. Simulation results and applications will be
proposed.

11



8™ GERMAN OPEN CONFERENCE ON
PROBABILITY AND STATISTICS

RWTH Aachen University, Germany, 4-7 March 2008

Online registration is available now via the conference website
http://gocps2008.rwth-aachen.de. A preliminary schedule can be downloaded
as well.

Continuing the series of Conferences in Marburg 1993, Freiberg 1996,
Minchen 1998, Hamburg 2000, Magdeburg 2002, Karlsruhe 2004, and
Frankfurt 2006, which have become the major events in probability and
statistics in Germany, the DMV-Fachgruppe Stochastik jointly with the
RWTH Aachen University organizes the 8th German Open Conference on
Probability and Statistics ("Aachener Stochastik-Tage 2008™).

In the tradition of the previous conferences, it provides an international forum
for presentation and discussion of new results in the area of probability and
statistics. Participants from universities, business, administration, and
industry are welcome.

Sections: Stochastic Analysis; Limit Theorems and Large Deviations;
Stochastic Geometry, Spatial Statistics, and Image Analysis; Random
Discrete Structures and Analysis of Algorithms; Stochastic Processes: Theory
and Applications; Time Series and Statistics of Stochastic Processes; Curve
Estimation; Asymptotic Statistics; Stochastic Optimization and Operations
Research; Data Analysis and Multivariate Statistics; Stochastic Models in
Finance and Insurance; Statistical Methods in Finance and Insurance;
Econometrics and Risk Analysis; Stochastic Models in the Natural Sciences;
Statistics in Medicine and Biosciences; Stochastic Methods in Engineering

Plenary speakers will be Narayanaswamy Balakrishnan (McMaster
University, Canada), Steven N. Evans (University of California at Berkeley,
USA), Frank den Hollander (Universiteit Leiden, The Netherlands), Eva
Riccomagno (Universita degli Studi di Genova, Italy), Aad van der Vaart
(Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, The Netherlands).

Invited section speakers will be Dragan Banjevic (University of Toronto,
Canada), Andrew Barbour (Universitat Zirich, Switzerland), Rama Cont
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(Columbia University, USA), Kjell Doksum (University of Wisconsin,
USA), Paul Doukhan (Université Paris 1 SAMOS and LS-CREST, France),
Franco Flandoli (Universita di Pisa, Italy), Jean Jacod (Universite Pierre
and Marie Curie Paris, France), Geurt Jongbloed (Delft University of
Technology, The Netherlands), Geert Molenberghs (Hasselt University,
Belgium), Thomas Mountford (Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne,
Switzerland), Bernt @ksendal (University of Oslo, Norway), Leonid Pastur
(B.Verkin Institute ILTPE, Ukraine), Anton Schick (Binghamton University,
USA), Wim Schoutens (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium), Jonathan
Taylor (Stanford University, USA), Johan Wastlund (LinkOping University,
Sweden).

Conference fees:

Payment till 31.01.2008:

Regular : 70 Euro

Members of Fachgruppe Stochastik: 60 Euro
Undergraduate/Master Students: 20 Euro

Payment after 31.01.2008:
Late registration: 100 Euro
Undergraduate/Master Students: 50 Euro

For more detailed information and online registration please visit the
conference website http://gocps2008.rwth-aachen.de.

Contact information:

E-mail: gocps2008@stochastik.rwth-aachen.de

Chair of programme committee: Christine Mauller, Department of
Mathematics, University of Kassel, D-34132 Kassel, Germany

Chair of local organizing committee: Udo Kamps, Institute of Statistics,
RWTH Aachen University, D-52056 Aachen, Germany

13
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YEP-V WORKSHOP
STATISTICAL MACHANICS ON RANDOM
STRUCTURES

EURANDOM, Eindhoven, 10-14 March 2008

This workshop is the fifth in a successful series of YEP meetings at
EURANDOM in the years 2004-2007. This year, the main focus of the
workshop will be the investigation of the large scale behaviour of systems
whose "interaction network™ is modelled by random graphs.

The goal of the workshop would be to bring together the scholars whose
interest lies in the intersection of disordered statistical mechanics and random
graphs with a clear emphasis on applications.

The workshop offers two mini-courses:

— Francesco Guerra (University Roma 1, La Sapienza): "Probabilistic
aspect of spin glass theory"

— Hidetoshi Nishimori (Tokyo Institute of Technology): " Combinatorial

optimization problems and quantum annealing".

There will also be contribute talks by the participants, as well as talks by
leading experts in the field: A. Bovier (Weierstrass Institute, Berlin), R.
v.d.Hofstad (Eindhoven & EURANDOM), J. Kurchan (ESPCI , Paris,
France), E. Marinari (University Roma 1, La Sapienza), R. Zecchina
(Politecnico Torino).

For more detailed information and registration:

http://www.eurandom.tue.nl/workshops/2008/YEPV/YepVmain.htm

14
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29™ ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR CLINICAL
BIOSTATISTICS

Copenhagen, Denmark, 17 — 21 August 2008

The Society was founded in 1978 to stimulate research into the principles and
methodology used in the design and analysis of clinical research and to
increase the relevance of statistical theory to the real world of clinical
medicine.

The 29th Annual Conference in Copenhagen will provide a forum for the
international exchange of theory, methods and applications of biostatistics in
medical research and practice among clinicians, statisticians and members of
other disciplines, such as epidemiologists, clinical chemists and clinical
pharmacologists, working or interested in the field of clinical biostatistics.

All participants are invited to submit abstracts for contributed papers.
Contributed papers are welcome in any area of biostatistics, epidemiology and
related topics. Deadline is 1 March 2008.

Invited sessions will be held during the week from Monday 18th August to
Wednesday 20th August.

* Opening plenary session: State-of-the-art lectures
» Causal models and evidence from non-randomised studies
* Recent developments in genetics

 How to analyse an adaptive trial: Tests, estimates and confidence
intervals

* Biomarkers, qualification and application

» Special session: Working places in biostatistics

For more detailed information and registration: http://www.iscb2008.info/

15
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16TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BELGIAN
STATISTICAL SOCIETY

Weépion-Namur, (15) 16-17 October 2008

The 16th annual meeting of the Belgian Statistical Society will be held on
Thursday 16 and Friday 17 October 2008 in the Novotel in Weépion (Namur).
The meeting will be preceded by a Young Statistician Day in the same
location on Wednesday 15 Octaber.

The Statistical Unit of the Department of Mathematics of Namur University
will take care of the practical organisation of this 16th edition of the annual
meeting, which will feature sessions organized by the Biostatistical Section of
the Belgian Statistical Society, the Three Country Corner local group of the
Royal Statistical Society, the Quetelet Society and the Belgian branch of the
European Network for Business and Industrial Statistics in addition to the
contributed sessions.

More details will soon be posted at http://www.fundp.ac.be/bss2008/ !

16
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FORTHCOMING STATISTICAL EVENTS

January 21-22, 2008 - Louvain-la-Neuve (UCL), short course on
"Statistical Inference for Curve Estimation and Classification",

Lutz Diimbgen (http://www.imsv.unibe.ch/~duembgen/), University of Bern
More information:

January 22-25, 2008 — 10th European Symposium on Statistical Methods for
the Food Industry
More information: http://www.stat.ucl.ac.be/Agrostat2008/

January 30, 2008 — UCL (CORE) Joint with LSM Finance Seminar

“The impact of the introduction of an ETF on the cost of trading the
underlying index: the case of the Lyxor-ETF-CAC40”

Carole GRESSE, Université Paris Dauphine

More information: http://www.uclouvain.be/en-43677.html

February 4-6, 2008 — FUSAGXx, "Introduction a la modélisation
bayésienne",

Pr C. Abraham, SupAgro, Montpellier (France)

More information: (registration)

February 7-8, 2008 — Brussels, "Actuarial and Financial Mathematics
Conference: Interplay between Finance and Insurance"
More information: http://www.afmathconf.ugent.be/

March 4-7, 2008 — Aachen, Germany “8th German Open Conference on
Probability and Statistics”
More information: http://gocps2008.rwth-aachen.de

March 5, 2008 — UCL (CORE) “Understanding the Impact of Promotional
Messages in Internet English Auctions: A Dynamic and Simultaneous Model
of New Bidder's Entry, Sequence of Bids, and Auctioneer's Strategy”
Caroline DUCARROZ, FUCAM

More information: http://www.uclouvain.be/en-43677.html

17


http://www.imsv.unibe.ch/~duembgen/
http://www.stat.ucl.ac.be/Agrostat2008/index_eng.html
http://www.stat.ucl.ac.be/Agrostat2008/index_eng.html
http://www.stat.ucl.ac.be/Agrostat2008/index_eng.html
http://www.stat.ucl.ac.be/Agrostat2008/
http://www.uclouvain.be/en-43677.html
http://www.stat.ucl.ac.be/edt/20072008/ConferenceAbraham.DOC
http://www.stat.ucl.ac.be/edt/20072008/ConferenceAbraham.DOC
http://www.stat.ucl.ac.be/edt/20072008/ConferenceAbraham.DOC
http://www.stat.ucl.ac.be/edt/20072008/registrationAbraham.DOC
http://www.afmathconf.ugent.be/
http://www.afmathconf.ugent.be/
http://www.afmathconf.ugent.be/
http://gocps2008.rwth-aachen.de/
http://www.uclouvain.be/en-43677.html

March 10-14, 2008 — EURANDOM, Eindhoven “YEP-V workshop”
More information:
http://www.eurandom.tue.nl/workshops/2008/YEPV/YepVmain.htm

April 11, 2008 — Brussels (VUB) “9th Belgian Chemometrics Symposium”
More information: http://chemometrie.kvcv.be/

May 19, 2008 — ULB, Annual Doctoral Workshop of the Graduate School in
Statistics and Actuarial Sciences of the French Speaking Community of
Belgium

May 20-21, 2008 — UCL, short course on "Extreme value theory and heavy
tailed distributions"
Sydney Resnik (Cornell)

August 17-21, 2008 — Copenhagen, Denmark, "29" annual conference of the
International Society for Clinical Biostatistics"
More information: http://www.iscb2008.info/

October (15) 16-17, 2008 — Wépion, Namur, "16" annual meeting of the
Belgian Statistical Society"
More information: http://www.fundp.ac.be/bss2008/

18
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2008 MEMBER LIST

AERTS Marc (Pr) Universiteit Hasselt Centrum voor Statistiek Campus Diepenbeek
Agoralaan, Gebouw D B-3590 DIEPENBEEK (BELGIUM); Tel: 011-26.82.47 - Fax:
011-26.82.99 - Email: marc.aerts@uhasselt.be

ALBERT Adelin (Pr) Université de Liége Service de Biostatistique CHU Sart Tilman
(B35) B-4000 LIEGE (BELGIUM); Tel: 04-366.25.91 - 04-366.25.90 - Fax: 04-
366.25.96 - Email: aalbert@ulg.ac.be

ALONSO ABAD Ariel (Dr) Universiteit Hasselt Centrum voor Statistiek Campus
Diepenbeek Agoralaan, Gebouw D B-3590 DIEPENBEEK (BELGIUM); Tel: 011-
26.82.83 - Fax: 011-26.26.99 - Email: Ariel. Alonso@uhasselt.be

AMPE Bart (Mr) Ghent University Faculty of Veterinary Medicine Salisburylaan, 133
B-9820 MERELBEKE (BELGIUM); Tel: 09/264.73.34 - Fax: 09/264.74.99 - Email:
Bart. Ampe@ugent.be
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kristien.wouters@uhasselt.be

WOUTERS Luc (Mr) Barrier Therapeutics NV Cipalstraat 3 B-2440 GEEL
(BELGIUM); Tel: 014/570.510 - Fax: 014/570.515 - Email:
Iwouters@barriertherapeutics.be

YSEBAERT Maria (Pr.) Axelwalle, 31 B-9700 OUDENAARDE (BELGIUM); Tel:
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We would like to publish in this Newsletter any statistical matter such as :

- information about universities, institutes (1 to 3 pages);

- lists of recent publications and technical reports;

- abstracts of recent PhD theses;

- news of members;

- forthcoming statistical events and announcements;

- short papers about teaching methods in statistics, statistics in
the industry, official statistics, etc.

Suggestions are welcome: please, contact us.

Suitable information for the next issue, prepared as (LA)TEX or WORD
FILES, should reach the editors of the Newsletter BEFORE March 15, 2008,
preferable by e-mail to:

sophie.vanbelle@ulg.ac.be
olivier.thas@ugent.be

Any change of job, address, phone number, ... ?
Please notify the Secretary of the Society:

Gentiane Haesbroeck:
Université de Liege
Institut de mathématique
Sart Tilman B37

B-4000 Liege
g.haesbroeck@ulg.ac.be
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