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The themes of this conference are methods of sampling and estimation
under finite populations. We take this opportunity to pay a tribute to Jean-
Claude Deville for his major contributions to the field of survey methods.
Jean-Claude has notably worked on calibration methods and generalized
calibration; he has also proposed new sampling methods for both equal and
unequal probabilities and balanced sampling, new methods for the
treatement of non-response, for variance estimation and for resampling.

Jean-Claude Deville has consistently combined statistical innovation with a
deep pragmatism, anticipating the implications of new statistical methods
applied to the domain of survey methods. Most of his methods are currently
used in several national bureaus of statitstics and take a central part in their
statistical methodology.

This conference is an occasion to unite both theoretical and practical aspects
of research in survey methods that have been influenced by Jean-Claude.
We hope that it will also provide an opportunity for the exchange and
enrichment of new ideas
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